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February Newsletter 

Month of the Passion of our Lord  
Candlemas Day 3rd February is another name for the feast of the Presentation of the 

Lord. Forty days after His birth, Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the temple for the rites 

of purification and dedication as prescribed by the Torah. According to the Book of 

Leviticus (12:1-4), when a woman bore a male child, she was considered “unclean” for 

seven days. On the eighth day, the boy was circumcised. The mother continued to stay at 

home for 33 days for her blood to be purified. After the 40 days, the mother and the 

father came to the temple for the rite of purification, which included the offering of a 

sacrifice — a lamb for a holocaust (burnt offering) and a pigeon or turtledove for a sin 

offering, or for a poor couple who could not afford a lamb, two pigeons or two 

turtledoves. Note Joseph and Mary made the offering of the poor (Lk 2:24). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(continued on next page) 



Also, Joseph and Mary were obliged by the Torah to “redeem” their first born son: “The 

Lord spoke to Moses and said, ‘Consecrate to me every first-born that opens the womb 

among the Israelites, both of man and beast, for it belongs to me’” (Ex 13:1). The price 

for such a redemption was five shekels, which the parents paid to the priest. This 

“redemption” was a kind of payment for the Passover sacrifice, by which the Jews had 

been freed from slavery. 
 

However, St. Luke in the Gospel does not mention this redemption, but rather the 

presentation of Our Lord: “When the day came to purify them according to the law of 

Moses, the couple brought Him up to Jerusalem, so that He could be presented to the 

Lord, for it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every first-born male shall be consecrated 

to the Lord’” (Lk 2:22-23). So the focus is on Jesus’ consecration to God. The verb “to 

present” (paristanai) also means to “offer,” which evokes Jesus being presented as the 

priest who will offer Himself as the perfect sacrifice to free us from the slavery of sin, 

seal the new and eternal covenant with His blood, and open the gates to the true 

promised land of heaven. 
 

Simeon, a just and pious man, who awaited the Messiah and looked for the consolation 

of Israel, was inspired to come to the temple. He held baby Jesus in his arms and blessed 

God, saying, “Now, Master, you can dismiss your servant in peace; you have fulfilled your 

word. For my eyes have witnessed your saving deed, displayed for all the peoples to see: 

A revealing light to the Gentiles, the glory of your people Israel” (Lk 2:29-32). Simeon, 

thereby, announced that the Messiah has come not just for the Jew but the gentile; not 

just the righteous, but the sinner. 
 

He then blessed the Holy Family, and said in turn to Mary: “This child is destined to be 

the downfall and the rise of many in Israel, a sign that will be opposed— and you yourself 

shall be pierced with a sword — so that the thoughts of many hearts may be laid 

bare” (Lk 2:34-35). 
 

So the Presentation is a proclamation of Christ — Messiah and Priest, Lord and Saviour. 

He is the light who came into this world to dispel sin and darkness. For this reason, 

traditionally at least since the seventh century, candles have been blessed at Mass this 

day that will be used throughout the year, hence coining the term “Candlemas.” 
 

As we consider the feast of the Presentation, we remember that our parents presented 

us at church for our baptism. We were dedicated to God, and given the name, 

“Christian.” We, too, received a lit candle from the paschal candle, at which the priest 

said, “You have been enlightened by Christ. Walk always as a child of the light and keep 

the flame of faith alive in your heart. When the Lord comes, may you go out to meet 

Him with all the saints in the heavenly kingdom”. Therefore, as a light, each of us must 

bear witness to Our Lord. We must be the beacon that guides others to Christ. Also, 

we must realize that we, too, will be “a sign that will be opposed,” especially on issues of 

the sanctity of human life, marriage and the family. 

(from previous page) 



Christ the King Fundraiser 
 

A second collection is being taken at every 

Mass to enable the Church to be repainted. 

 

Please give generously 

"By His wounds, we are healed." 
 

Take the time this month to meditate on Our Lord's Passion. It will prepare you 

for Lent itself by instilling the proper inner atmosphere of acknowledgement, 

sorrow, and gratitude for this great gift. Really consider what Our Lord went 

through for you before you decide what type of prayer, penance, and almsgiving 

you will practice this Lent. Pray to Jesus and Mary for guidance in that. Then, in 

just a few short weeks when Lent arrives, walk into it not in a scramble for "what 

to give up" or depression for the sadness of the season, but with the firm intention 

grow closer to Our Lord who created and redeemed us. 

Already we find ourselves in 

February, which gives us the 

opportunity to focus on the 

devotion for this month: The 

Passion of Our Lord. Tradition 

always guides us well, and this is 

no exception! As Lent 

approaches (and indeed will 

begin in February this year) how 

appropriate to set our thoughts, 

prayers, and hearts more firmly 

on Our Lord's Passion. 
 

As Catholics, we are blessed to 

not shy away from the sufferings 

Our Lord endured for our 

salvation. We have Crucifixes in 

our Churches, homes, and often 

around our necks; paintings of the Passion, Stations of Cross, extensive readings 

of the Passion during Lent and Holy Week just to name a few. Of course, we see 

all of this in light of the Resurrection, but there is no Resurrection without the 

Crucifixion and Death of Jesus Christ. This really happened. And He did it for us.  



 

PERMANENT  NOTICES 

Date Time Details 

Sunday 2nd February 
Feast of the Purification of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

9:00am Low Mass 

Sunday 9th February 
Septuagesima Sunday 

9:00am Low Mass 

Sunday 16th February 
Sexagesima Sunday 

9:00am Low Mass 
 

Sunday 23rd February 
Quinquagesima Sunday 

2:00pm Low Mass 

Christ the King Church East Greenmount 
2 Hodgson Street, East Greenmount 

Mass times for February 2020 

(Month of the Passion of our Lord) 

 

Subscriptions/Newsletters/Downloads 
 

Remnant Newspaper   http://remnantnewspaper.com 
 

St Anne's Mothers Group  sspx.com.au/en/st-annes-mothers-group  
 

Toowoomba Newsletter  sspx.com.au/en/parish-bulletins 
 

Brisbane Parish E-mail List  To become a subscriber complete your details at  

     http://eepurl.com /bzd64f 
 

SSPX Website   sspx.com.au/en 
 

Oxley page    sspx.com.au/en/our-lady-lourdes-church-priory 
 

Banking Details 
 

Church Account   Society of St Pius X, ANZ Mt Ommaney  

     BSB 014 295     Account No 2597-10714 

     (For donations) 

 
Contact Details 

 

Father A. McNamara       Ph: 3802 0468 (residence)      


